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Remarks on behalf of the new editorial team of
Kidney International
EDITORIAL
"A commitment to accommodate a heterogeneous group of
individuals with divergent interests, talents, and research back-
grounds poses a real challenge to the editor of any categorical
journal; the clinical nephrologist, the clinical scientist, and the
basic scientist must all be made to feel at home among its pages.
If successful in the end, the final product should reflect the
collation of much of the very best nephrology or kidney-oriented
research into a single journal, and its content will have been
organized in such a manner that it provides an important source
of continuing education for the non-research oriented practitio-
ner of clinical nephrology." The above quote was part of an
editorial entitled "On the Society's Journal," written by Roscoe R.
(Ike) Robinson more than a quarter of a century ago and
published in the first issue of Kidney International (1:1—2, 1972).
He also wrote the following in the same editorial: "Attractive
design and timely distribution are important to the success of any
scientific publication. They also represent those determinants of
journalistic success that can be secured most easily. Consistent
standards of scientific excellence and an attractive purview in
terms of content are far more important and difficult to achieve,
and the achievement of both is very much related to the accuracy
of any estimate of need for a particular product among an
intended membership."
There is no question from the 1997 perspective that during the
tenure of Ike Robinson as Founding Editor (1972 to 1984), first at
Duke University and later at Vanderbilt University, Kidney Inter-
national evolved into a first-class categorical journal. On this solid
foundation Dr. Thomas E. Andreoli constructed the elegant and
imposing edifice that is now Kidney International. During Dr.
Andreoli's 13-year tenure (1984—1997), the number of editorial
pages grew from approximately 1,900 to 4,200 and the journal
consolidated its reputation as the leading journal of nephrology in
the world.
The first issue of Kidney International (January 1972) featured
four original papers in the area of laboratory investigation and
three original papers related to clinical investigation. The issue
contained 65 pages, including one page of announcements. By
contrast, the 1997 January issue of Kidney International (Volume
51) featured 18 original papers in the domain of laboratory
investigation and 22 original manuscripts related to clinical inves-
tigation. In addition, it included an invited contribution from the
President of the International Society of Nephrology, a review in
the area of "Perspectives in Clinical Nephrology," and "Editorial
Review," three original rapid communications, and "Nephrology
Forum," a feature that appeared for the first time in Kidney
International in 1978. The January 1997 issue of Kidney Interna-
tional contained 370 pages, including announcements. This rep-
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resents almost a sixfold increase in editorial content when com-
pared with the first issue of the journal.
In an editorial published last month, Dr. Andreoli provided a
detailed summary of activities during his tenure as Editor of
Kidney International. This report provides pertinent information
regarding the period of July 1985 to December 1996.
With this issue Dr. Andreoli assumes the title of Editor
Emeritus of Kidney International. During his tenure as Editor he
accomplished with great success the transfer of the journal from
one publisher (Springer Verlag) to another (Blackwell Science).
He also presided over a major change in content and circulation
of the journal. I am fortunate to have a close friendship with Tom
Andreoli going back at least two decades. This, of course, has
facilitated the smooth transition of the editorial office of Kidney
International from Little Rock to St. Louis. I assumed the title of
Editor-Elect in January of this year. On April 1, a transition
period that will extend to September 30 of this year began. New
manuscripts should be submitted to the St. Louis office beginning
July 1, 1997. Until September 30, 1997, the Editorial office in
Little Rock will continue to process manuscripts received there
prior to July of 1997. After September 30, 1997, all manuscripts,
new and old, will be handled in the St. Louis office or at the sites
of the different Associate Editors.
Five associate editors have accepted my invitation to serve in
this capacity for the next six years. Two of them, Drs. James
Knochel (Dallas) and Jan Weening (Amsterdam), have been
Associate Editors of Kidney International for several years. They
provide continuity in clinical and basic research and their reap-
pointment recognizes the excellent contributions they have made
to the journal. I am pleased that Eric Neilson (Philadelphia),
Pierre Ronco (Paris), and Sei Sasaki (Tokyo) have agreed to serve
as new Associate Editors of Kidney International. In addition to
their expertise in basic and clinical research, they will contribute
to the geographic breadth of the editorial team. As the new
Editor-in-Chief, I expect to work closely with the Associate
Editors, the Consulting Editors and the Editorial Board. I also
look forward to a long and successful interaction with Blackwell
Science, the publisher of Kidney International. My initial discus-
sions with Jim Krosschell and Elizabeth Platt at Blackwell Science
have been a pleasure.
This July issue (Volume 52) contains several changes in format
and presentation of Kidney International. The Table of Contents
divides the topics into a number of major categories including
reviews ("Perspectives in Basic Science" and "Perspectives in
Renal Medicine"), which are a continuation of in-depth analyses
of topics in the clinical arena (formerly "Perspectives in Clinical
Nephrology") and in basic science (previously designated as
"Editorial Reviews"). Original manuscripts are categorized under
the following broad topics: "Genetic Disorders - Development;"
"Hormones - Cytokines - Signaling;" "Cell Biology - Immunology -
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Pathology;" "Ion Channels - Membrane Transport - Integrative
Physiology;" "Vascular Biology - Hemodynamics - Hypertension;"
"Clinical Nephrology - Epidemiology - Clinical Trials;" "Dialysis -
Transplantation;" "Technical Notes;" and "Nephrology Forum."
Rapid communications submitted to the journal and accepted for
publication will be identified as such and will appear under the
appropriate categories described above. We hope that this cate-
gorization of topics will help the reader to find more expediently
pertinent articles in the areas in which he or she is interested.
Comments and suggestions from the readership regarding this
organization will be appreciated. Finally, the "Instructions to
Authors" will change from time to time, and the editors encour-
age you to read them carefully before submitting a manuscript.
They can be accessed on the Kidney International website (http://
www.med.ualberta.ca/isn/000i000c.htm), and are published twice
yearly (January and July) in the journal.
The editorial staff at each of our offices, Amsterdam, Dallas,
Paris, Philadelphia, Tokyo, and St. Louis, has been appointed. We
are delighted to have Shellie T. Newell continue her functions as
Manuscript Editor in the St. Louis office. She brings eleven years
of experience as part of the Kidney International staff. In addition,
two of my long-term associates in St. Louis, James Havranek and
Patricia Morrissey, will serve as Associate Manuscript Editor and
Editorial Associate, respectively. In Amsterdam and Dallas, Susan
Hoffman and Vickie A. Parker will continue as Editorial Assis-
tants. In addition, three new Editorial Assistants are joining our
team: Margaret Stone Higgins in Philadelphia, Mariko Uozumi in
Tokyo and Christine Vial in Paris. We look forward to working
with all members of the Kidney International team, new and old, in
the coming years.
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